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GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS — ETHICAL PROCUREMENT PRINCIPLES 
Statement by Minister for Finance 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Finance) [9.04 am]: I rise today to advise the house that the 
government is delivering on its commitment to improve procurement practices across the public sector, by ensuring 
a clear understanding of its expectations for supplier conduct. The Department of Finance is working with 
government agencies, industry and unions to develop a set of ethical procurement principles and a supplier code 
of conduct that will be implemented later this year. The principles are expected to cover areas such as industrial 
relations, workplace health and safety, conflicts of interest, fraud and corruption, environmental sustainability, 
confidentiality, anti-competitive behaviour and taxation obligations. The principles will promote social outcomes 
around regional support, the engagement of Aboriginal businesses and Australian disability enterprises, as well as 
consistency with the aims of the WA Jobs Act. In addition to working with a broad range of government agencies 
in the development of the framework, the Department of Finance will consult with other stakeholders, including 
unions, industry bodies and suppliers of goods and services to government. The introduction of ethical 
procurement principles in government contracts aligns with the government’s commitment to openness and 
accountability, and its requirement that private service providers be subject to no lesser standards of scrutiny and 
responsibility than those of the public sector. This initiative also reflects a growing community expectation that 
government, and indeed private enterprise, consider the impact that procurement decisions can have on the wider 
world. Other governments, both internationally and domestically, including Victoria and Queensland, have 
introduced similar initiatives to improve supplier conduct and benefit the broader community. The Department of 
Finance will draw on their experience, and that of the private sector, as it leads the development of an ethical 
procurement framework for government.  
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